
SWOT analysis: Cheap energy – but is it worth the cost? 

What role should coal play in fulfilling our future energy needs? 
  

 

W 

Weaknesses 
 

(example) 

If we depend on nonrenewable coal, 
are we just handing the energy crisis 
off to our descendents? 
 

 

O 
Opportunities 

 
(example) 

 
Can coal make us energy 

independent as a nation? T 

Threats 
 

(example) 

 
How large a threat does coal use 
pose to the environment? 

 

 

S 

Strengths 
 

(example) 

How important is a cheap source of 
energy to our country’s economic 
development? 

 


